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VAGRANT THOUGHTS ON RURAL DUXBURY
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EDITORIAL (Continued from Page 2) x
Arid Duxbury has far more than that
Its zoning regulations offer a buffer to those "unscrupulous

developers" who would level our woodlands In favor of *""uua
which hike tax rates. These regulations will help DuxbuJy reSta
rural but how long do you think we will be allowed to have such
restrictions If we overdo the "we happy few- motif? We attended

»£ rS? a.1 thei** House when articulate enemies of hamlets
line Duxbury argued persuasively that the maximum lotsfee in the

letter, a new resident might infer that we do not
rm*TZr , ' character of Duxbury, and thatwe would like to
fill the bloomingtownwithbusiness zones/in the past we hate talked
so much about the charm of our woodsy town (in fce Cllppe? andta
two books about it and Duxbury) that we have been accused of beta!
cloying in our extravagant praise. s

Along with many others, including fl* Planning Board and civic-
BostS ^l^^^'^^ghtfor thewetlandenactment, and the

Commonwealth to adopt such an enactment. We foughHor the
Conservation Commission for a year before the measure w«
defeated at Town Meeting, and fought for another year, using pre-

2fn L*t SamC ar2uments' whe« the voters at Town Meeting
adopted the measure unanimously, or with not more than one or
two dissenting votes. Repeatedly in these editorial columns we
have advocated the acquisition of green belts and of town-owned
jproperry for future use. We think the Town Forest should be ex
panded, and we think we should act NOW to acquire sufficient
acreage for further school expansion. Take a look around town and
count thenumberofdevelopments.They warn us that it will be costly
to wait.,Buy the land now while it is low-priced and low-taxed

It so happens that we, like our good neighbors, the Lansing
Bennetts, do not live in the rural part of Duxbury. We live, indeed
in one of the mostcongestedsectlons.andunless the Home Builders
Association prevails, Duxbury Village will always be the most
congested section of town. Say the same for much of the land east
of Route 3A, stretching from the tip of powder Point to the tip of
Standish Shore (jammed in the summer) where, until not too many
years ago, about 85<Jc of our population lived.

The business zones already provided for reflect that concentra
tion of population. Today we have many acres which, although zoned
tor business, are empty or almost empty lots, indicating the woeful
maldistribution of our business zones.

Now when we speak of providing for further business zones we
are not suggesting that residential areas be blightedby such zones
Quite the contrary. We are suggesting that such zones be clearly
delineated BEFORE residences are built. Andwe fail to see how the
zones we do suggest would in any way mar the rural character of the
town.
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Ask the Appeal &ard whether we need new business zones it
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thi?o«t ho,'o^ haVt "* Myles Standish Reservation,
this totaled 21.25 acres, but thatyear 7.43 acres were added

and now this reservation comp^27.68^acrSfZZ ouft
S L rfn^f dme' ^ Is an°ther Sreen ^ of vast acreage
«L^ ifi <>f « "Pond. The Town of Duxbury itself owns 357
acres, and our Conservation Commission is working on further

f«qa?1U°nhl,There 1S *• Sree" belt of the Duxbury ^olf CuSS
SUSntr?nKC°Un!erPartaCr0SStheStreet-There^the North Hill
Country dub on Its almost 150 acres. There are the sprawling

A^' SI?"' °f If75 W^" DUXbury Was a" agricultural town!
SJ^ m t^' • ,theSe farmS Should sharPen our acquisitive
sense.. Right now we know of 14 acres for sale for $25,000. This is
a lot of money when we recall that in the late 1940's one 50-acre
tract was sold for $500. That's right - for$1T
costs are still spiralling upward, art they «£
prices, Mr. and Mrs. Duxbury?

If we take a look back and' realize what HAS happened to land
values, we will more clearly be able-to picture the wisdom of
ldding to our holdings, mindful always that Duxbury will continue
x grow and will, because of Its growth, need facilities which It
presently lacks.


